One year After Jayshankar Sir

By¢SrinvasPaltepu

It is hard to believe that it has been a year since we lost Professor Jayashankatilbir.

remember the last time | spoke to him when Professor Ghanta Chakrapani visited Chéago.

just concluded a seminar in Naperville IL, and recalled the setynBrof Jayshankar ten years

ago. We telephoned Sir and talked briefly about his health and also his earlier visit to Chicago. His
voice was as reassuring as ever with confidence. His comment was that he was not able to do as
much as he wanted due to thewrdition of his health.

Prof Jayshankar educated us NRIs, and helped create a generation of volunteer/activists. Thanks to

his effort, many people who were never in the forefront of any activism earlier propelled towards

action for Telangana. Sir haspired and influenced every person whom he came in contact with.

He educated a generation of Telangana youth and elders alike with facts and his power of

reasoned persuasionWWhen we met Professor Velcheru Narayan Rao in University of Chicago
alongwithPo f essor Chakrapani, he recalled Sir’s i mp
at the seminar in University of Wisconsin, Madison that we organized earlier.

Now that movement went into people, how are we holding the flag without Sir? | must sayllovera

it appears that people are carrying forward his vision and struggle pretty gbas. put it i n S
own words, “peopl e oUmlikeinthegasmtbey aremmirthie same gullible
Telangana people any more. They have become knowledgealdletelligent not only in terms of

various issues, but also in terms of identifying who is sincere and who is not. It was even proved in
recent byelections in ParakaBut we surely miss Sir every time we have some difficult decisions

to make. Weathertiis during the elections time as to what stand JAC should take or what forms

our next stage of struggle should be. We always think about what would Prof Jayashankar sir

would suggest us to do in these situations.

Telangana state is almost a reality sljust a matter of time. There are all indications that center
will move even before next election cycl®ur only regret is that we do not have Prof with us to
see that happenWhen | was a small kid | used to ask my parents and uncles or any eldsgs in t
village if they ever met Gandhi, Nehru or Pater in person. | was curious at the same time and
wanted to know how these great persons who led the independence movement like in person.
The answer | got was that they only saw them from distance and nexkalthance to interact

with any of them. But when my children asks me a similar question like if | ever met Prof
Jayshankar Sir, | can proudly say that | not only met him personally but also interacted with him
very closely.For Telangana society, Sitike a Gandhi, a Nehru and a Patel all rolled into one. He
will be remembered for ever.



